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DIRECTORS DESK
On the 8 March BDIL arranged for 
a capacity building session for the 
team to get to know more about 
how Horizon 2020 is structured 
and how best we are able to 
utilise the website to provide 
better support.  

We invited Lizél Kleingbiel 
the	Coordinator:	EU	&	Other	
international grants from 
Stellenbosch University to provide 
us with a presentation on EU 
H2020.  

The presentation covered the following aspects:

• What is H2020?
• SA’s participation
• Funding types
• Evaluation criteria
• How	to	find	calls
• Development	of	proposal	&	tips

Kindly	find	link	to	the	presentation	-		Horizon 2020 presentation

Background on Horizon 2020
Horizon 2020 is the biggest EU Research and Innovation 
programme ever with nearly €80 billion of funding available 
over 7 years (2014 to 2020) – in addition to the private 
investment that this money will attract. It promises more 
breakthroughs,	discoveries	and	world-firsts	by	taking	great	
ideas from the lab to the market.

Horizon	2020	is	the	financial	instrument	implementing	the	
Innovation	Union,	a	Europe	2020	flagship	initiative	aimed	at	
securing Europe’s global competitiveness.

Seen as a means to drive economic growth and create jobs, 
Horizon 2020 has the political backing of Europe’s leaders and 
the Members of the European Parliament. They agreed that 
research is an investment in our future and so put it at the heart 
of the EU’s blueprint for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth 
and jobs.

By coupling research and innovation, Horizon 2020 is helping 
to achieve this with its emphasis on excellent science, industrial 
leadership and tackling societal challenges. The goal is to 
ensure Europe produces world-class science, removes barriers 
to innovation and makes it easier for the public and private 
sectors to work together in delivering innovation.

Horizon 2020 is open to everyone, with a simple structure that 
reduces red tape and time so participants can focus on what is 
really important. This approach makes sure new projects get off 
the ground quickly – and achieve results faster.

1

http://intranet.hsrc.ac.za/Notice-document-687.phtml
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The EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation will be complemented by further 
measures to complete and further develop the European Research Area. These measures will 
aim at breaking down barriers to create a genuine single market for knowledge, research and 
innovation.

To know more about this click here. 

On the 17 March we invited Janine Carlse the Project Manager: Higher Education, Newton Fund 
based at the British Council South Africa as part of our regular Funding Information Sessions to 
present on, “How to access opportunities through the Newton Fund”.  The presentation focussed 
on British Council opportunities which covers mainly workshop grants.  

For more information visit the website here. 

The  session also covered information regarding the Newton Fund website and opportunities.  
For	more	profiles	on	all	the	Newton	Fund	opportunities	click	here. 

The session was also used to give Priscilla Reddy and her team from PHHSI an opportunity to 
present to those present on their proposal which was successful.  
 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/
http://www.britishcouncil.org.za
http://www.newtonfund.ac.uk/


Title Due Date Funder
The Rockefeller Brothers Fund
For details click HERE.

2017-12-31

Summary:
Applications for funding are considered year-round. Staff review each application for
	fit	within	current	program	guidelines,	funding	priorities,	and	budget	constraints.	
If there is interest in considering a grant, we will contact you for additional information,
 including a detailed proposal. Applicants should not send a proposal unless requested to do so by Fund 
staff. The review process may take up to three months from the time the application is received.  

Title Due Date Funder
NORFACE Call for Proposals: Trans-
formations to Sustainability in the 
Field of Humanities and Social Sci-
ences.
For details click HERE.

2017-04-05

Summary:
To study the challenges targeted in this call, both inter- and transdisciplinary approaches that enable 
researchers to address the interconnections and interdependencies between natural and human systems, 
as well as between science and society, are needed. This programme has two major objectives:
Thematic Areas: The programme is structured around three themes, every research project should focus 
on at least one of these themes:
Governance and institutional dimensions of transformations to sustainability
Economy	and	finance	of	transformations	to	sustainability
Well-being, quality of life, identity, and social and cultural values in relation to transformations to sustain-
ability 

FUNDING ALERTS

Carla Pheiffer  x 2324 || cpheiffer@hsrc.ac.za

DGSD
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https://www.grantrequest.com/SID_721/Default.asp?SA=SNA&FID=35013&SESID=12721&RL=
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding/funding-opportunities/transformations-to-sustainability-t2s/


Carla Pheiffer 
x 2324 || cpheiffer@hsrc.ac.za

ESD

TITLE DUE DATE FUNDER

Conference Grants for Advancing Education 
Research
For details click HERE.

2017-05-18

Summary:
The Spencer Foundation’s Conference Grant program is designed to provide support to scholars for small 
research conferences and focused symposia. The conference grant program intends to bring together 
researchers whose substantive knowledge, theoretical insight, and methodological expertise can be assem-
bled in ways that build upon and advance best practices in education research. Through this grant program, 
the Foundation rotates the area of focus periodically to generate fresh ideas and perspectives on pressing 
educational challenges. This grant program supports conference proposals with budgets of $50,000 or less. 
For further information, click the link for Program Statement in the sidebar.

FUNDING ALERTS
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http://www.spencer.org/conference-grants-advancing-education-research
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EPD

TITLE DUE DATE FUNDER
ESRC – Research Grants
Economic	&	Social	Research	Council	
Email: esrcenquiries@esrc.ac.uk
Telephone: 01793 413000
For details click HERE.

Open Call

Summary:
Research Grants provide funding for excellent ideas. They range from £350,000 to £1 million. The Principal 
Investor	has	to	be	UK	based.	There	is	considerable	flexibility	when	it	comes	to	subject	area,	too.	As	long	
as you always make sure that your suggested topic falls within ESRC’s remit, you are free to concentrate 
on any research area. Proposals can draw from the wider sciences, but the social sciences must represent 
more than 50 per cent of the research focus and effort. You can submit proposals to this call at any time - 
there	are	no	fixed	closing	dates.	We	aim	to	announce	the	majority	of	decisions	within	26	weeks	of	receiving	
the	proposal	although	we	cannot	guarantee	this,	since	it	is	dependent	on	receiving	sufficient	good	quality	
peer review comments within the necessary timescale.

Peggy Chabala
x 8006 || pchabalala@hsrc.ac.za
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http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding/funding-opportunities/research-grants/
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HAST

Peggy Chabala
x 8006 || pchabala@hsrc.ac.za
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Title Due Date Funder
ESRC – Research Grants
Economic	&	Social	Research	Council	
Email: esrcenquiries@esrc.ac.uk
Telephone: 01793 413000 
For details click HERE.

Open Call

Summary:
Research Grants provide funding for excellent ideas. They range from £350,000 to £1 million. The Principal 
Investor	has	to	be	UK	based.	There	is	considerable	flexibility	when	it	comes	to	subject	area,	too.	As	long	as	
you always make sure that your suggested topic falls within ESRC’s remit, you are free to concentrate on any 
research area. Proposals can draw from the wider sciences, but the social sciences must represent more than 
50	per	cent	of	the	research	focus	and	effort.	You	can	submit	proposals	to	this	call	at	any	time	-	there	are	no	fixed	
closing dates. We aim to announce the majority of decisions within 26 weeks of receiving the proposal although 
we	cannot	guarantee	this,	since	it	is	dependent	on	receiving	sufficient	good	quality	peer	review	comments	within	
the necessary timescale.

Title Due Date Funder
Grand Challenges: Health Systems Strength-
ening: Ensuring Effective Health Supply Chains 
(Round 19)
For details click HERE.

2017 - 05-03

Summary:
Supporting LMIC health systems in achieving the SDG goals and ensuring healthy lives for all. Some of the key 
challenges we see include:
•	 Last	mile	availability:	Challenges	in	infrastructure	(e.g.	inadequate	roads,	electrification,	etc.	
• Data driven performance management at all levels: Even where data is “unlocked” from paper tools—
             meaning that that data and information becomes accessible to other staff within and outside of the 
             facility.
• Supply chain system design:
• Governance and accountability: The formal and informal incentives in public health supply chain systems
• Sustainable human capacity:
•	 Resource	mobilization	and	supply	chain	operations	financing:	

http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding/funding-opportunities/research-grants/
http://gcgh.grandchallenges.org/challenge/health-systems-strengthening-ensuring-effective-health-supply-chains-round-19


FUNDING ALERTS

HAST

Peggy Chabala
x 8006 || pchabala@hsrc.ac.za
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Title Due Date Funder
Targeted Implementation Science to Achieve 
90/90/90 Goals for HIV/AIDS Prevention and 
Treatment (R01)
For details click HERE.

2017 - 04 - 07

Summary:
This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) encourages implementation research projects designed in 
partnership with global and domestic service providers, to target the particular needs in the selected communi-
ty,	to	achieve	the	90/90/90	HIV	prevention	and	treatment	targets	identified	by	HIV/AIDS	global	leadership.	The	
targets for HIV testing are that 90% of all persons living with HIV know their status, for treatment initiation that 
90% of those diagnosed receive timely and effective antiretroviral treatment (ART), and for optimal treatment and 
preventive	benefit	that	90%	of	those	on	treatment	achieve	sustained	viral	suppression.

Title Due Date Funder
International Research in Infectious Diseases, 
including AIDS (R01)
For details click HERE.

2017 - 04-22

Summary:
This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) encourages applications from organizations/institutions in 
eligible foreign countries that propose research related to infectious diseases that are of interest/importance to 
that country. The purpose of this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is to encourage the submission 
of applications from institutions in eligible foreign countries to conduct studies in infectious disease research. 
Collaborations with investigators in the United States (U.S.) are encouraged but not required. These grants will 
serve to build independent research capacity by providing direct funding to investigators who do not currently 
have NIH-funded grant or contract awards for research projects. The intent of these activities is to advance the 
development	of	local	scientific	expertise.

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-17-194.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-17-142.html


TITLE DUE DATE FUNDER

Advancing the Evidence Base for Youth Civic Engage-
ment in Effective Peacebuilding for Mitigating Violent 
Extremism
For details click HERE.

2017-04-13

Summary:
Making Cents International under the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) is currently 
seeking applications for YouthPower Learning Grants for Advancing the Evidence Base for Youth Civic Engagement 
in Effective Peacebuilding for Mitigating Violent Extremism. The objective of the YouthPower Learnings grant program 
is	to	engage	US	and	developing	country	youth-serving	and	youth-led	non-profit	and	for-profit	organizations	in	efforts	
to further assess, evaluate, document, and disseminate innovative work in positive youth development (PYD) and 
cross-sectoral youth programming. 

TITLE DUE DATE FUNDER
Health Systems Strengthening: Ensuring Effective Health 
Supply Chains (Round 19)
For details click HERE.

2017-05-03

Summary:
GCE is soliciting applications proposing innovative approaches that successfully improve timeliness while reducing 
missed opportunities for vaccination, respect gender and equity inequalities, and target hard to reach populations, 
such as nomadic or remote. Successful proposals will include details on the design and pilot testing of the approach 
in their application. The effectiveness of the proposed approach on timeliness should be evaluated in Phase I, and a 
clear plan for the impact of the approach on vaccine timeliness, completeness and coverage rates should be evalu-
ated in Phase 2 if subsequent funding is awarded.nt. Information on the actual costs to operate the supply chain are 
rarely known or visible within the public sector. 
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HSD

Gerrie Mnguni
x 2908|| gmnguni@hsrc.ac.za

http://www.youthpower.org/resources/youthpower-learning-grants-request-application-rfa-003-2017-advancing-evidence-base-youth
http://gcgh.grandchallenges.org/challenge/health-systems-strengthening-ensuring-effective-health-supply-chains-round-19


TITLE DUE DATE FUNDER

Interaction of HIV and Neurodevelopment of Children in 
Resource-Limited Settings
For details click HERE.

2017-04-21

Summary:
The National Institutes of Health is seeking applications for its program entitled “ Interaction of HIV and Neurode-
velopment of Children in Resource-Limited Settings: Improving Assessments” to focus on the development and/or 
improvement of tools and/or materials for the neurodevelopmental assessment of cognitive functioning of children, 
and their implementation in resource-limited settings with high rates of HIV. 

TITLE DUE DATE FUNDER

Mobile Health: Technology and Outcomes in Low and 
Middle Income Countries (R21)
For details click HERE.

2017-08- 31

Summary:
The purpose of this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is to encourage exploratory/developmental research 
applications that propose to conduct research to develop or adapt innovative mobile health (mHealth) technology 
specifically	suited	for	low	and	middle	income	countries	(LMICs)	and	determine	the	health-related	outcomes	associat-
ed with implementation of the technology. Of highest interest are innovative, well-designed multidisciplinary projects 
that	aim	to	generate	generalizable	knowledge	for	the	field.
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FUNDING ALERTS

HSD

Gerrie Mnguni
x 2908|| gmnguni@hsrc.ac.za

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291945
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-16-292.html


TITLE DUE DATE FUNDER
New Approaches for Improving Timeliness of Routine Immuniza-
tions in Low-Resource Settings
For details click HERE.

2017-05-03

Summary:
GCE is soliciting applications proposing innovative approaches that successfully improve timeliness while reducing 
missed opportunities for vaccination, respect gender and equity inequalities, and target hard to reach populations, 
such as nomadic or remote. Successful proposals will include details on the design and pilot testing of the approach 
in their application. The effectiveness of the proposed approach on timeliness should be evaluated in Phase I, and a 
clear plan for the impact of the approach on vaccine timeliness, completeness and coverage rates should be evalu-
ated in Phase 2 if subsequent funding is awarded.

TITLE DUE DATE FUNDER
Maternal Nutrition and Pre-pregnancy Obesity: Effects on Moth-
ers, Infants and Children (R01)
For details click HERE.

2017-05-07

Summary:
This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) encourages applications to improve health outcomes for women, 
infants and children, by stimulating interdisciplinary research focused on maternal nutrition and pre-pregnancy obesi-
ty.	Maternal	health	significantly	impacts	not	only	the	mother	but	also	the	intrauterine	environment,	and	subsequently	
fetal development and the health of the newborn.

FUNDING ALERTS

PHHSI

Carla Pheiffer 
x 2324 || cpheiffer@hsrc.ac.za
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http://gcgh.grandchallenges.org/challenge/new-approaches-improving-timeliness-routine-immunizations-low-resource-settings-round-19
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-15-100.html


TITLE DUE DATE FUNDER
Health Systems Strengthening: Ensuring Effec-
tive Health Supply Chains (Round 19
For details click HERE.

2017-05-03

Summary:
The GCE is soliciting applications proposing innovative approaches that successfully improve timeliness 
while reducing missed opportunities for vaccination, respect gender and equity inequalities, and target 
hard to reach populations, such as nomadic or remote. Successful proposals will include details on the 
design and pilot testing of the approach in their application. The effectiveness of the proposed approach 
on timeliness should be evaluated in Phase I, and a clear plan for the impact of the approach on vaccine 
timeliness, completeness and coverage rates should be evaluated in Phase 2 if subsequent funding is 
awarded.

TITLE DUE DATE FUNDER
Appointment of a service provider to conduct 
research, investigate and report on reasons for 
success or failure of TIA funded projects
For details click HERE.

2017- 04-17

Summary:
TIA is seeking to make an appointment of a service provider to conduct research, investigate and report 
on reasons for success or failure of TIA-funded projects. This will be used to provide lessons learnt for 
inputs into future investment decisions.
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RIA

Gerrie Mnguni
x 2908|| gmnguni@hsrc.ac.za

http://gcgh.grandchallenges.org/challenge/health-systems-strengthening-ensuring-effective-health-supply-chains-round-19
http://www.tia.org.za/tenders


16

Title Value Due date & type 
of submission

Funder & 
Contact Details

DGSD
Enhancing CSO Participation in 
Legislatures’ Oversight and Partic-
ipation Processes in South Africa

Euro 550 000 2017-03-29 European Commission

HAST
Seed Awards in Humanities and 
Social Science

R 1 578 988 2017-03-16 Wellcome Trust

PHHSI
Human Heredity and Health in 
Africa (H3Africa)

2017-03-24 The African Academy of 
Sciences and the NEPAD 
Agency’s Alliance for 
Accelerating Excellence 
in Science in Africa 
(AESA)

HSD
Seed Awards in Humanities and 
Social Science

R 1 600 000 2017-03-06 Wellcome Trust ( Dr F 
Reygan)

Seed Awards in Humanities and 
Social Science

R 1 600 000 2017-03-06 Wellcome Trust (HSD 
Team)

RIA
Appointment of a service provider 
to undertake an independent eval-
uation of the implementation of the 
nurse initiated Multi drug-Resistant 
Tuberculosis (MDR-TB) for the 
National Department of Health.

R 1 720 520.00 2017-03-06 National Department of 
Health

SUBMISSIONS



Trump’s NIH budget may include reducing overhead payments to universities
By Jocelyn Kaiser 

The Trump administration may be planning to help pay for a massive 18% cut to the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
by slashing payments to universities and research institutes for overhead costs, ScienceInsider has learned.

The	proposed	budget	released	by	the	White	House	yesterday,	for	the	2018	fiscal	year	that	begins	1	October,	contains	
a brief paragraph describing a $5.8 billion cut to NIH’s current $31.7 billion budget, as well as plans to reorganize the 
agency. The paragraph ends with this sentence: “The Budget also reduces administrative costs and rebalances Feder-
al contributions to research funding.” Click here for the full article. 

SPOTLIGHT

Defending science in the era of Trump
By National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF)

US President Trump’s administration heralds a new anti-science era – from climate change denial to travel exclusions. 
Why did this happen, what does it mean and what can we do?
 
With the presidential election of Donald Trump, there is a rising tide of US policies, orders and statements that 
threaten the position of science and fact. Denial of climate change, evolution and the need for vaccinations are 
examples of this. Click here or the full article. 
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http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/03/trump-s-nih-budget-may-include-reducing-overhead-payments-universities?utm_campaign=news_daily_2017-03-17&et_rid=135218930&et_cid=1222235
http://www.nstf.org.za/discussion-forum/implications-of-the-us-presidents-actions-and-policies-for-science-and-scientists/


CONTACT US

Business	Development	&	International	Liaison	(BDIL)

HTTP://WWW.HSRC.AC.ZA/EN/DEPARTMENTS/BUSINESS-DEVELOPMENT-AND-INTERNATIONAL-LIAISON

Bridgette Prince
Director
bprince@hsrc.ac.za 
X7968

Naledi Hlalukana
Administrator 
nhlalukana@hsrc.ac.za
X7985

Carla Pheiffer
Adjunct Director
cpheiffer@hsrc.ac.za
X 2324

Peggy Chabala
Funding	Search	&	Support	Officer
pchabala@hsrc.ac.za
X8006

Gerrit Mnguni
Funding	Search	&	Support	Officer
gmnguni@hsrc.ac.za 
X2908

Nicole van Rheede
Funding	Search	&	Support	
Officer	
MOU’s	&	Partnerships
nvanrheede@hsrc.ac.za 
X2908
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